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Cover Description: The Qur’an and Its Biblical Reflexes: Investigations 
into the Genesis of a Religion sets aside the traditional story of 
Muhammad and inquires into the internal history of the text itself. 
Drawing on fresh insights from linguistics and theology, Mark Durie 
puts forward a new and different explanation for the “Mecca-Medina” 
division, attributing it to a theological crisis that arose in the Qur’anic 
community. Through careful investigation of theologically charged 
topics such as prophecy, Satan, sin, the oneness of God, covenant, 
warfare, divine presence, and holiness, Durie questions whether the 
Qur’an and Bible really do share a deeper connection. He invites the 
reader to set aside the frames through which the Qur’an has been 
viewed in the past, whether Biblical or Islamic, and invites us to attend 
to the Qur’an’s distinctive and unique theological vision – in its own 
terms. 
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Comments: “This is a ground-breaking, scholarly book that seeks to 
understand how the Qur’an came into its present form, questions the 
validity of interpreting the Qur’an primarily in terms of the later ‘Life of 
Muhammad’ traditions, and explores the relationship between the Bible 
and the Qur’an. This book is a must-read for anyone who wants to 
understand at some depth the Muslim faith and the Qur’an. It is a 
brilliant piece of work.” (Kevin Giles)  

 
Rating: On a scale of 1-5: 
1. Not a good use of time 
2. Okay, but not that useful 
3. Satisfactory, not great – but a good read 
4. Loved reading it 
5. Impactful, highly recommend 
This book: 5 – especially for academic purposes 

 
“Recommend” Statement: Full disclosure – I have managed to ‘make 
my way through’ the book – and recognize that it is a highly specialized 
academic work. I cannot say that I ‘read it in depth’ at every point. I did 
read it in depth in selected places; the rest I did my best! I can say that I 
enjoyed reading it – but the minutiae is overwhelming. For sure I can 
say that once again I was impacted by Mark Durie’s remarkable 



contributions in helping us understand some of the complexities of 
Islam, especially the Qur’an. No “Islam library” would be complete 
without this volume. For those who wish to do in-depth academic study 
on the Qur’an, I think this would be a highly recommended volume.  
 
Reviewer: J. Bennett, February 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 


