
An Amazing Journey
My wife, Sue, and I serve as missionaries among pri-

marily Middle Eastern Muslim refugees in a large urban 
area in the southwest part of the United States. Our journey 
to minister to Muslim refugees actually began twenty-five 
years ago. In 1993, we arrived to serve as missionaries in Al-
bania, a European country of nearly 3 million people—68% 
of whom are Muslims. For seventeen years, we shared Jesus 
with many nominal Muslims and saw the Lord change many 
lives. In 1999, our hearts were especially turned toward 
ministry to refugees as 500,000 mostly Muslim Kosovar ref-
ugees poured into Albania as a result of a brutal war. Our 
hearts were deeply touched by their plight. We began to pray 
for them and soon the Lord opened doors of opportunity to 
share the gospel. A key part in showing Jesus’ love to them 
was in helping to meet their many heartfelt needs. It was a 
joy to see many Muslim Kosovars come to our church and 
some give their lives to Jesus. 

In 2011, the Lord directed our steps to a new mission 
field—a major urban area in the southwest region of the 
United States! Our first question was: “Lord, where do we 
begin?” A little research told us that this area was one of 

the largest refugee resettlement places in the country. We 
further discovered that our new mission field had refugees 
from over 20 different ethnicities, coming from multiple 
religious backgrounds, including Buddhists, Hindus, Mus-
lims, and even Christians. Some immigrants come from 
people groups that are totally unreached by the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. All of them have suffered from horrendous 
trauma and are in need of Jesus’ love. It was amazing to see 
how the Holy Spirit had orchestrated His plan in bringing 
the nations to communities in the U.S. Clearly, our loving 
God wanted them to have the opportunity to hear the truth 
about Jesus Christ.

The Lord directed our steps to partner with other min-
istries to specifically reach out to Middle Eastern and North 
African Arab Muslims who came to the U.S. either as ref-
ugees or on a Special Immigrant Visa. Most are Iraqis and 
Syrians; others are from Palestine, Jordan, Tunisia, and 
Libya. A few are non-Arab Muslim Kurds. All have been 
traumatized as innocent victims of horrible violence against 
them and their families. They come to the U.S. to start their 
lives anew. Without exception, they express appreciation for 
the peace and freedom they find in the U.S. 
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A missionary from West Africa recently visited the Global 
Initiative office and shared about the difficulty of min-

istry in this Muslim context. She spoke with insight about 
the influence of demonic oppression on daily life. Islam, as 
practiced in this country, is highly syncretistic, and the av-
erage Muslim is very involved in the spirit world. Muslims 
worry about the power of spirits around them and constantly 
fear death. They wear amulets around their wrists, necks, 
and waists in order to withstand the evil influences of jinn 
(spirit beings) that pervade every aspect of life. White and 
black magic are used to gain advantage over other people 
and find happiness in life. Into this world, the light of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ must invade.

A battle rages for the souls of Muslims between the 
Kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. First John 5:19 
identifies the contrast of the spiritual world in which we 
live: “We know that we [Christians] are of God, and that the 
whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” Jesus paid 
the price for the souls of men when He died on the cross, but 
Satan stands in opposition to the cross, and darkness veils 
the hearts and minds of the unsaved. In his book, Power En-
counter, Denzil Miller provides the following insight:

The coming of God’s kingdom inevitably results 
in a clash of Kingdoms. The Kingdom of God

violently confronts the kingdom of Satan. Under the 
devil’s command, his malignant spirits strongly resist 
the advance of Christ’s kingdom on earth. Therefore, 
those who expect to be effective in advancing Christ’s 
kingdom to the end of the earth must know how to 
challenge and defeat demonic forces and influences 
wherever they may encounter them.

Think of it this way: Satan’s forces have nothing to lose; 
they already know where their end will be and they want to 
take as many with them as possible.

As I concluded my conversation with the missionary, we 
took time to intercede for the people groups of the nation 
where she ministers. We asked the Lord to remove the scales 
from the spiritual eyes of these people so they could receive 
the message of the gospel. We asked the Holy Spirit to bind 
the demonic principalities and powers that are holding these 
people in bondage to sin and the devil. Thank you for read-
ing this Intercede magazine and joining us in intercession 
for the Muslims of this unnamed West African country. We 
know that our prayers and struggles are not in vain because 
God is drawing many Muslims into His kingdom. Keep ask-
ing, keep seeking, and keep knocking! Your prayers are pull-
ing down strongholds and opening the doors for the gospel 
to be received by Muslim peoples.

How then, can they call on the one they have not 
believed in? And how can they believe in the one
of whom they have not heard? – Romans 10:14

Mark Brink
International Director

Global Initiative:
Reaching Muslim Peoples
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Social Media Prison Term Ends
Algeria

The daughter of Slimane Bouhafs, an Algerian Christian 
who has spent 18 months in prison for insulting Islam and 
its prophet, has announced her father’s release. “Finally my 
father … has been allowed back to us,” his daughter, Tilelli, 
wrote on her Facebook page.

Slimane Bouhafs, 51, a convert from Islam, was arrest-
ed on July 31, 2016, for posting a message on social media 
about the light of Jesus overcoming the “lie” of Islam and its 
prophet. He also published photos showing the execution of 
a civilian by an Islamist terrorist.

He was adjudged to have insulted Islam, the state re-
ligion in Algeria. The penal code provides for a penalty of 
three to five years in prison, along with a heavy fine, for 
such an offence. Bouhafs was initially given the maximum 
sentence, before it was reduced to three years and then, fol-
lowing a presidential pardon, further reduced. However, the 
family’s request for parole in October, owing to Bouhafs’ ill 
health, was rejected.

In January 2017, a court in Bouira sentenced another 
Algerian Christian to a one-year prison term for items he 
posted on his Facebook page, adjudged to be insulting to 
Islam and Muhammad.

While in prison, Bouhafs’ health deteriorated due to his 
inflammatory rheumatism. He also reportedly suffered ag-
gression from his fellow prisoners because of his Christian 
faith. – World Watch Monitor

Murder Suspects Acquitted
Pakistan

An Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) in Lahore, Pakistan, ac-
quitted 20 men suspected of involvement in the murder of a 
Christian couple burnt alive at the kiln where they worked in 
November 2014–after it was alleged that they had set fire to 
some pages from a Quran.

Previously, in April 2016, the ATC allowed the kiln’s 
owner, Yousuf Gujjar, to walk free. The same court in No-
vember 2016 sentenced five men to death and jailed another 
eight men for two years.

A mob of as many as 600 people beat to near-death 
Shahzad Masih, 26, and his five-months-pregnant wife Sha-
ma Bibi, 24, for their “blasphemous” act on November 4, 
2014, in a village 60 kilometers from Lahore, the capital of 
Pakistan’s Punjab region. The couple were then thrown into 
the large kiln where they worked as bonded laborers.

The First Information Report lodged with the police 
named 52 people who were directly involved and were 
charged under Pakistan’s Anti-Terrorism Act for “the use or 
threat of action … to coerce and intimidate or overawe the 
Government or the public … or create a sense of fear or in-
security in society”.

The Pakistani state itself became the complainant in this 
case–a first in Pakistani history for a blasphemy case, as 
Christian federal minister Kamran Michael told local media. 
The government appointed Michael as the focal person in 
the case. – World Watch Monitor

Muslim World News



Reflections on Their Tragic Plight
Here are a few typical statements provided by Iraqis, 

Syrians, and a Libyan from our area: 
• Iraqi: We fled in the middle of the night and left
 everything we owned as we heard ISIS was
 approaching our city of Mosul. They stole and
 destroyed our homes. We have nothing. As I went into 
 the store to buy bread, a bomb exploded near my car.
 Everyone nearby was killed, except for myself. I have
 constant pain and cannot see out of my right eye.
• Iraqi: ISIS killed my son and brother.
• Iraqi: ISIS burned our home down and threatened us.
• Syrian: When the bombs fell on Damascus, our
 business and home were destroyed. We lost everything
 except for our lives.
• Syrian: My husband and two brothers were killed.
• Syrian: Since the war in Syria, over 20 of my
 extended family members have been killed. 
• Libyan: ISIS and local militias stole all of my
 businesses and kidnapped me for ransom. My wife
 and three children and I were forced to leave.

A Cup of Cold Water in Jesus’ Name
Upon initial arrival, 90 percent of refugees that resettle 

in the U.S. have no American friend. These are wounded, 
broken souls in desperate need of Jesus’ saving and healing 
power. Our ministry is based on God’s Word from Leviticus 
19:33-34, “When a foreigner lives with you in your land, 
don’t take advantage of him. Treat the foreigner the same as 
a native. Love him like one of your own.” (The Message)

Our methodology is basic: we simply go to where they 
live and befriend them. We partner with an already-estab-
lished ministry that is located in the heart of the area where 
Muslim Arab refugees have resettled. We welcome Muslim 
Arabs in the love of Christ and serve them by teaching En-
glish as a Second Language (ESL) classes, assisting with 
job placement, counseling, and citizenship issues. In weekly 
ESL classes, we share a scripture from the Gospels. For ex-
ample, we are now doing lessons from the New Testament 
about the miracles of Jesus. The Muslim students are very 
open to learn about Jesus. One lady shared that when we 
read about Jesus healing a person, she felt “goose bumps 
all over her body.” Most importantly, we visit them in their 
homes and take time to build relationships in order to share 
the gospel of Jesus. All of them are open to hear the truth 
about Jesus, and they gladly allow us to pray for them. Each 

one eagerly receives an Arabic New Testament and an Ara-
bic DVD version of “The Jesus Film.” 

A great blessing in our ministry to Middle Eastern and 
North African Muslims is being able to partner with others 
who have the same burden. We have seen Pentecostals and 
non-Pentecostals passionate about loving Muslims and see-
ing them come to the saving knowledge of Christ. All of us 
strongly believe in the power of united prayer. As a result, 
we meet four times a week to pray for our Muslim friends.

The Power of Proclamation
During the past two years we have been a part of three 

very exciting public outreaches. Overall, approximately 400-
500 Arab Muslims attended these events. Two of the out-
reaches were at a Pentecostal church. Muslims came inside 
the church without hesitation! We welcomed them warmly, 
served them a free meal, and had games for the children. 
Members of a local Arab congregation joined us and led the 
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group in Arabic praise and worship songs. Powerful testimo-
nies were shared and afterward an Arab pastor preached the 
Word. All were deeply touched by the Spirit of God. Many 
of the Muslims responded to the prayer for healing. Our 
hearts are greatly encouraged that these Muslim refugees—
for the first time in their lives—have the opportunity to hear 
the truth about Jesus.

The Testimony of Changed Lives
Here are testimonials and quotes from this past year 

showing how the Lord is touching Muslim lives in our area:
• Two Arab Muslim women have had dreams of Jesus. 
• A few of our Muslim friends have been healed 
 after praying for them.
• Around 10 of our Muslim ESL students attend a Bible
 study at the center twice a month. They are so hungry
 for spiritual truth.
• My friend and I were having an ESL conversation
 class with our Libyan Muslim friend. While we were 

 talking, the Holy Spirit moved on us to share the
 simple gospel of Jesus with him. He became very quiet
 and listened intently. It was obvious that the Spirit of
 God was touching his heart. He is very open now to
 conversations about Jesus.
• I feel a lot of love and care from you all. Can you give
 me a New Testament in Arabic?
• I have never heard of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
 Please tell me. 
• When we came to the U.S., we were very nervous and
 uncertain about so many things. You reached out to us
 with love and care and now you are our family.
• One of our ESL students is a Muslim lady who lost
 two husbands and a brother to war. As we read about 
 the miracles of Jesus’ healings, she told us that she 
 felt something all over her body. We told her that it 
 was the presence of Jesus—and that He is alive and 
 loves her. Her new hope causes her to glow with joy. 
 She is very open to Jesus and now goes to church with 
 one of the volunteers.
• At Christmastime, we visited a Muslim couple. While
 sharing the story of Jesus’ birth and why we celebrate
 Christmas, the presence of the Holy Spirit came
 powerfully upon us all. I prayed for them in tears and
 know the Lord touched their hearts.
• We praise Jesus that a Muslim woman ESL student
 recently prayed and gave her life to Jesus!
• A Kurdish refugee man told me that it was a crime in
 his country to have a Bible in his language. After
 receiving a New Testament in Kurdish, he was
 profoundly touched. He was so happy to have God’s
 Word in his own language. 

Intercession—the Key Ingredient
We have discovered that not one of our newly arriving 

Muslim friends has ever heard a truly adequate presentation 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. And now the Lord has brought 
them to our neighborhoods, but more than that—to our 
hearts! Admittedly, sometimes we find ourselves discour-
aged, alone, and exhausted, but we press on. Please pray for 
fresh anointing on us so that we will be led of the Holy Spirit 
in presenting the gospel to them. 

When visiting in Muslim homes, we are reminded of 
the extent of their spiritual destitution. Before leaving their 
home, we make it a practice to tell them that we love them 
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and want to see them in heaven. Our burden for their eternal 
souls compels us to share the life-giving message of Jesus. 
Again, please intercede with us for these precious souls.

Since serving Middle Eastern Muslim refugees and im-
migrants these past few years, I have felt led more than ever 
to intercede for their salvation. We meet daily and weekly 
for intercessory prayer times with groups of wonderful ser-
vants of the Lord who love Muslims.

Over a year ago I was feeling discouraged from a seem-
ing lack of interest on the part of several Muslim friends 
with whom I was sharing the gospel. As I was driving home 
that day, the Lord spoke to me very clearly, “David, you may 
be the only person on this planet that is praying for their eter-
nal salvation. Keep praying for them.” This hit me profound-
ly as I realized that the Lord of Heaven has given me a holy 
honor, privilege, and responsibility to pray for my Muslim 
friends, specifically for their salvation. I have a prayer list of 
about 100 Muslim Arab refugee friends that the Holy Spirit 
has brought into my life. I pray for them daily. 

Motivated By The Greatest Story Ever Told
My wife and I are confident that a great harvest of Mus-

lim souls will occur in this area. Whether we see the full har-
vest in our lifetimes is in the Lord’s hands. Meanwhile, we 
are committed to pray for them, to love them, to go to where 
they live, and to befriend them. Our vision and mission is to 
share with them the greatest story ever told—the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

continued from page 5

Prayer Profile
The Bade of Nigeria, Africa

Population: 323,000

The Bade live in Yobe and Jigawa State. 
Most are farmers; however, they usually engage 
in some other occupation during the dry season. 
Bades practice an animistic version of Islam. 
Charms and amulets are worn around the neck or 
in pockets for various reasons. There are Chris-
tians among the Bade, but 99.8% of Bades are 
Muslim. Prayer points are: 
• That God will use the small number of Chris-
tian Bade believers to share the gospel with their 
friends and family.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the 
Bade towards Christians so that they will be re-
ceptive to the gospel.
• Ask the Lord to raise up vibrant prayer teams 
who will begin breaking up the soil of Bade 
hearts through intercession.
*For additional information about the Bade, 
please visit: www.joshuaproject.net.



Friday, May 4, 2018. Please pray for
…Christian compassion ministries to Muslim refugees in the country of Greece. Many have accepted Christ, but the
massive influx of Muslims has created tension in the country.
…Hoda in Afghanistan, who became a follower of Jesus two years ago. She was forced to flee the family home and
resides in a “safe house” awaiting passage out of the country.
…Holy Spirit anointing on radio and television programs produced by Algerian believers. Of Algeria’s population of 41 
million, 95.5% are Muslims.

Friday, May 11, 2018. Please pray for
…Muslims around the world who will begin the 30-day fasting month of Ramadan on May 16 and continue until June 14. 
Intercede for the truth about Jesus to break through the spiritual veil over their eyes.
…churches in predominately Muslim countries who often experience strong spiritual oppression during Ramadan. 
…proclamation opportunities for churches and believers in Muslim areas of Thailand. Of Thailand’s 68 million people, 
6% are Muslims, located mostly in the southern part of the country.

Friday, May 18, 2018. Please pray for
…equipping classes for Latin American missionaries and students in a Central American country during May 24-26 and 
May 31-June 2.
…Kamal, a Muslim in Bangladesh, who is attending a Bible study group in the south of the country. He is “curious” to 
learn more about the Bible. Bangladesh has 164 million people; 87% are Muslims.
…radio broadcasts in the North Caucasus area of the Russian Federation, enabling Muslims to hear the gospel.

Friday, May 25, 2018. Please pray for
…Asia Bibi and others imprisoned and under sentence of death in Pakistan on false charges of “blaspheming Islam.” 
…seven new “congregations” of Christians from Muslim backgrounds in northern India. Over 200 families from Muslim 
backgrounds comprise these “congregations.” Of India’s population of 1.3 billion, 180 million are Muslims.
…persevering strength for Nigerian Christians, especially in areas where the terrorist group Boko Haram continues its 
attacks. Of Nigeria’s population of 190 million, 49% are Muslims.  
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Jumaa Prayer is now on
Facebook. Please join today:
Facebook.com/JumaaPrayer

I urge, then, first of all that requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone. – 1 Timothy 2:1, NIV



Friday, June 1, 2018. Please pray for
…Middle Eastern church planters receiving onsite training during June 4-8 and June 11-15.
…the underground church in Iran. Of Iran’s population of 81 million, 98.5% are Muslims; 60% are under 30 years of age.
…discipleship groups among Fulani converts to Christ in Burkina Faso, Africa. 

Friday, June 8, 2018. Please pray for
…equipping classes being taught by a Global Initiative team member during June 11-15 at a European seminary.
…Muslims who continue their 30-day Ramadan fast, which began on May 16 and ends on June 14.
…succor and compassion for Syrian Christians and Muslims who have fled the country due to war.
 
Friday, June 15, 2018. Please pray for
…Muslims around the world who have completed their annual required 30-day Ramadan fast, and are now engaged in the 
three-day “Breaking of the Fast Festival.”     
…full healing for Sarah in Cameroon, Africa. Islamist Boko Haram terrorists killed her husband and tried to force Sarah 
and her six children to convert to Islam.
…Zanzibar, an island state of the country of Tanzania, Africa. Of Zanzibar’s population of 1 million, 96% are Muslims. 

Friday, June 22, 2018. Please pray for
…protection for the few Christians in Mauritania, Africa. As converts from Islam, they are subject to an official death 
penalty for apostasy. Of Mauritania’s population of 4.2 million, 99.5% are Muslims.
…the people of Yemen, a country ravaged by war. Especially remember the small number of Yemeni converts from Islam.
…Ivan, a taxi driver in a predominately Muslim country in Central Asia. Most of his customers are Muslims. He plays a 
radio station that airs Christian sermons: “Through this radio, God speaks not only to me but also to my clients.”

Friday, June 29, 2018. Please pray for
…Omar in Turkey, a 70-year old Christian witness for Jesus in his Muslim neighborhood. His “ministry” to Muslim 
neighbors includes praying for their healing and showing them films about Jesus. 
…converts from Muslim backgrounds in Turkmenistan. Of Turkmenistan’s 5.5 million population, 93% are Muslims.
…SAT-7 broadcasts reaching Iran. Marya said, “There aren’t any active churches or pastors in my area; and if there were, 
we are not allowed to join. So may the grace of God be with you because we can be spiritually fed from you. Thank you.”
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